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CUSTER CONNECTIONSCUSTER CONNECTIONS

What amazing weather we had for open house weekend in Custer State Park! (and the Tesla Rally) Downtown
Custer has really been bustling lately! I’m sure all of you have noticed the many out-of-state vehicles that have
been driving and parking throughout town. We’d like to take this opportunity to remind you once again, that it’s
important to leave the parking spaces in front of your businesses (and your neighbor's business) open for
visitors. Below is a note from the City of Custer highlighting the importance of leaving downtown parking spots
open and where staff members can park instead:

https://custersd.com/
https://custersd.com/


Dawn Murray
Executive Director

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTSIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chamber Staff

Dawn Murray
Executive Director
dmurray@custersd.com

Jamie Dean
Administrative Assistant
jdean@custersd.com

Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com

Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com

Pat Hattervig
Information Associate

phattervig@custersd.com

The 100th Gold Discovery Days Anniversary cups have arrived! Pick them up
at the Custer Chamber.

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
http://zbrazell@custersd.com/


phattervig@custersd.com

2023
Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Miranda Boggs

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy: abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by
Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDAR

May 25

mailto:phattervig@custersd.com
mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


May 25
Ribbon Cutting for the Community Garden
On the school campus on Sidney Park Rd

(near the ball field)
10:00am

June 9-11
5th Annual Off-Road Rally

WEEKLY HUMORWEEKLY HUMOR
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Sponsorship Form

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/7048c20b-d834-4adb-bc1e-9f5185ceef25.pdf?rdr=true


To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

French Creek Supply- Napa Auto Parts
Pounds, Pugs, & Hugs LLC

Fred & Wendy Hlava- Business & Property Development
The Hills Finest

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


The Hills Finest
Rose Haven Senior Living
JAM Heating and Cooling

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-LCMS
Jon Gindhart, DC, PC

Life Weavings Expressions
Garcia Family Clinic-Bella Rejuvenation

US Flag Pole Guy
JandJ Hospitality

Southern Hills Screen Printing
The Church at Custer

AREA EVENTSAREA EVENTS









This is a remarkable new play by the hottest new playwright in the country right now! Currently represented on
Broadway with her award winning Thanksgiving Play, we are proud to present the premiere performance of her new
play with and about the Oceti Sakowin, directed by Michael John Garces at the Black Hills Playhouse.
 
Wicoun is by free-will offering and will be presented outdoors near Haberman Hall. Come out and meet the
playwright and cheer on her new production. THURSDAY, MAY 25 AT 2:00 PM.  
 
But that’s not all! On Saturday, June 3rd at 2:00 PM, our company will perform the audition pieces that got them
hired! This 90-minute cabaret style performance is a MUST SEE. Songs, clever monologues, and lots of great
fun! Come spend an afternoon getting to know our company! Tickets are $19.00 and passholders receive a
$4.00 discount! The full season opens on June 9th, and tickets for all 4 of our shows are going fast. The link
below will take you to the ticketing page, where you can grab your tickets for any of our shows!
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=bhp

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=bhp
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NEWS FROM THE STATENEWS FROM THE STATE

Dear Tourism Friends and Industry Partners,

I want to take this opportunity to THANK YOU for helping us celebrate National Travel & Tourism Week
(NTTW). We saw amazing outreach because we all joined forces in moving TRAVEL FORWARD.

We want to extend a very special thanks to our great friends at Storybook Land in Aberdeen; the Children’s
Museum of South Dakota, McCrory Gardens and Visit Brookings in Brookings; Crazy Horse Memorial® near
Custer; The Mammoth Site in Hot Springs; The World’s Only Corn Palace in Mitchell; the Pedestrian Bridge in
Fort Pierre; The Farr House in Pierre; The Monument, The Rushmore Hotel and Main Street Square in Rapid City;

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=1776433a3b851c7b8b1b6b997d29d09de89fc5711f73e3c26e7380c61582fe1924ce8ef2f4fc8e8e4944afa442cfbdb3af386e406c347a21de7f39caaddca557
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=1776433a3b851c7b8b1b6b997d29d09de89fc5711f73e3c26e7380c61582fe1924ce8ef2f4fc8e8e4944afa442cfbdb3af386e406c347a21de7f39caaddca557


Fort Pierre; The Farr House in Pierre; The Monument, The Rushmore Hotel and Main Street Square in Rapid City;
Denny Sanford PREMIER Center, Washington Pavilion, Arc of Dreams and Falls Park in Sioux Falls; Woodburn
Hall at Black Hills State University in Spearfish; the Buffalo Chip and Rush-No-More Campground in Sturgis; and
the DakotaDome and Sanford Coyote Sports Center in Vermillion for lighting their respective attractions in red
(the official color of NTTW) to put a spotlight on the week and the importance of tourism within every community
across our state.

We’d also like to give a special thanks to the entire industry for creating social media posts, conducting interviews
with local media, writing op-eds, sending dedicated emails, and attending Travel South Dakota’s annual Spring
Hospitality Training. We also want to thank the South Dakota Retailers Association for partnering with us on this
year’s training.

Governor Noem joined in the celebration as well, holding a press conference at Reptile Gardens on Wednesday
before heading out to visit many of our Great Places for the remainder of the day. She remains our industry’s #1
supporter, and we were thrilled to have her join us in celebrating NTTW this year!

Here are some fun NTTW highlights we want to share with you:
Governor Noem recorded a video message to the industry.
Governor Noem signed an Executive Proclamation recognizing National Travel & Tourism Week in South
Dakota.
Some NTTW media highlights can be found on SDVisit.com.
Photos from the Great Places that lit up red in celebration of NTTW.
Photos from the Spring Hospitality Training with Betsy Allen-Manning in Hot Springs, Spearfish, Rapid
City, Ft. Pierre, Sioux Falls, Watertown and Yankton.

Click here for Betsy’s printable bookmark featuring the four personality styles she discussed in the
training.

THANK YOU again for being such tremendous friends and partners. Through all our efforts to move TRAVEL
FORWARD, we can anticipate great things this summer and fall. If we can be of any assistance, don’t hesitate to
reach out to us.

All our best,
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

PRESS RELEASESPRESS RELEASES

Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
 https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/

Become a Junior Forest Ranger ~ Summer Programs at Pactola Visitor
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Become a Junior Forest Ranger ~ Summer Programs at Pactola Visitor
Center
 
Custer, S.D., May 24, 2023— For the first time in many years, the Black Hills National Forest is offering
Junior Forest Ranger Programs at the Pactola Visitor Center.
 

The Junior Forest Ranger (JFR) program is an exciting way for young people to explore and learn about the Forest.
The JFR program uses Forest Service science and practices to encourage children 7 through 13 to enjoy and
appreciate nature. JFR motivates children to explore the natural and cultural world and embrace their responsibility
to it.
 
“These family friendly programs are perfect for adventurous forest explorers,” said Michele Schleuning, Pactola
Visitor Center Information Assistant. “Pack a lunch and plan to spend an educational early Saturday afternoon
overlooking the beautiful Pactola Reservoir.”
Each program (see Flyer) is from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. and conducted by visitor center staff and volunteers.
 
June 10 - (National Get Outdoors Day) Sensing the Forest: There are many ways to learn about the forest using
all our senses. Join Forest staff for a fun experience as we “sense” the outdoors and make nature journals to keep
track of your forest experiences throughout the summer. Did you know … National Get Outdoors Day, held each
year on the second Saturday in June, is a nationwide event coordinated by the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable and
the US Forest Service.
 
July 15 - Animal Outhouses: Scientists often learn about wildlife by looking at their droppings? Dissecting owl
pellets is a fun and interesting way to learn about food chains, habitats, and how scientists collect and use data.
Bring your little Forest Rangers to the visitor center for a fun story and then explore an owl pellet like a wildlife
biologist.
 
August 5 - Fire in Nature: Learning to be fire-aware to prevent wildfires is an important part of keeping the forest
safe. Did you know that the Forest Service also uses fire as a way to keep the forest healthy? Spend a Saturday
afternoon at the visitor center and learn how fires are used

for various management activities … and also learn how to help prevent forest fires. Participants will also receive
Smokey Bear swag.
 
August 19 - (National Track Trails Day) Animal Hide and Seek: Animals have many ways to disguise
themselves. This makes them very good at being able to play hide and seek. Join Forest staff to learn how and why
animals use camouflage, then take part in making your own camouflage vest.
 
The Forest continues to work with a group of volunteers and partners in 2023 to create a Junior Forest Ranger
Program specific for the Black Hills National Forest. Using funding assistance from our cooperative partner, Black
Hills Parks & Forests Association, and the design talents of our educational volunteers, the project is geared toward
the development of a multi-page activity booklet and specially designed badge. The summer programs are helping
the Forest learn more about participant (and parent) expectations.
 
NOTE: The Pactola Visitor Center is located along Hwy 385, about 14 miles north of Hill City, SD near the
Pactola Reservoir. The facility opens for the season on Friday, May 26 and is open daily from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit http://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills. For
additional programming information on the Forest, please visit
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/blackhills/visitorprograms.
 
 
 

###

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/recreation/?cid=fseprd1109401
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1109204.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/blackhillsparks/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWDrdrbQWpCnC88QV4aiYicxwIulWGO-OXhBzH5BMu0FV_sMwXEuWMrcZw8ZRewUlk2-FIaKi13s0AF5P2AIDsGq4Ju9Pxo7m7KUSyQSPHayQBGTaaWXLuSnaX0BQsjE_I&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/blackhills/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=82013&actid=119
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fblackhills&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc177bd8829434777cf7d08db55952f7b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638197871948284285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bw4SV03iCH9pIeUpfPxzPs4CVTWj715Zekoz8Vy9%2BFk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/blackhills/visitorprograms


###
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer

(605) 440-1409

scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov 
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Forest Service Road near Keystone to be
Closed Temporarily

 
Rapid City, S.D., May 22, 2023— Black Hills National Forest officials will temporarily close National
Forest System Road (NFSR) 353.2c, otherwise known as “Government Park,” approximately 2 miles east
of Keystone, SD on highway 40, for 30 days.
The road will be closed from June 1, 2023, and will remain closed until July 1, 2023.
The closure order prohibits motor vehicle use on the road except for:

1. Persons with a special use authorization from the Forest Service specifically exempting them from
the order,

2. Any federal, state, or local law enforcement officer or any member of an organized rescue or fire
fighting force in the performance of an official duty.

The area is part of an active grazing allotment during the month of June. The purpose of the closure
order is to protect the vegetation and forage used by livestock for grazing along NFSR 353.2c from the
effects of motor vehicles parked or driven on the road shoulder.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/.

###
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Mount Rushmore National Memorial News Release 
 
For Immediate Release – May 23, 2023 
Contact: Earl Perez-Foust
Phone: (605) 574-3115
Email: earl_perez-foust@nps.gov 

 
Summer Operations Begin Memorial Day Weekend

 
 
KEYSTONE, SD –– Beginning May 26, visitors to the Memorial will have a variety of programming
and trip planning tools at their disposal. The park has updated its digital calendar, Summer
Programming, and Operating Hours webpages to reflect upcoming activities and building hours for
visitors to enjoy. The Visitor Center and Information Center will be open from 8am until 10pm, and the
Sculptor Studio will operate from 8am until 8pm through mid-August. The NPS App is also available for
visitors to use when planning their trip. 
 
Activities range from daily ranger talks, sculptor studio presentations, cultural demonstrations, and the
evening lighting ceremony. Rangers also walk the grounds to engage in informal conversations about the
significance of the site and to assist with orientation. Park programming has been scheduled to give
visitors to the Memorial the flexibility to plan their visit efficiently. Programs are occurring throughout
the site at a variety of locations throughout the day. Each day is completed by the renowned lighting of
the sculpture accompanied by a ranger talk and a short film. Visitors are encouraged to plan their visit to
the Memorial by visiting the park website or inquiring at the Information Center upon arrival to the site.
All programs are subject to change due to inclement weather and staff availability. 
 
Interpretive programming is one of the fundamental services provided by National Park Service sites
nationwide. Ranger programs provide an opportunity for visitors to connect emotionally and
intellectually to their shared national heritage. Visitors are encouraged to explore their personal
connections to these sites through their engagement with park staff and other services provided at the
Memorial. 
 
For visit planning information, park operations, and to learn more, visit the park website. Follow us on
Facebook and Instagram.

 
About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s more than 400 national park units

and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn

more at www.nps.gov. 

 
image alt-text: A concrete walkway with state flags on either side leading to Mount Rushmore. Dozens of
people are on the walkway wearing varying summer wear.

Earl Perez-Foust, he/him

mailto:earl_perez-foust@nps.gov
https://www.nps.gov/moru/learn/news/summer-operations-2023.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moru/planyourvisit/calendar.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moru/planyourvisit/ranger-programs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moru/planyourvisit/hours.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/digital/nps-apps.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moru/index.htm
https://www.facebook.com/MountRushmoreNPS
https://www.instagram.com/mountrushmorenps/
http://www.nps.gov


Earl Perez-Foust, he/him
Program Manager
Interpretation and Education
Office: 605-574-3115
Mount Rushmore National Memorial

NEWS RELEASE
4/20/2023
First Interstate Custer Area Fund is Accepting Grant Applications

The First Interstate Custer Area Fund is accepting applications for grants
from qualified 501 (C) 3 Organizations in the Custer area thru September 12, 2023.
Recipients will be selected and grants funded during the Month of October 2023.

Disbursements by the local board of directors are determined according to the needs of the community. Past
disbursements from 1999 to date have totaled $209,560 and have benefited a variety of local projects, historical
organizations, and the arts and humanities.

If your non-profit organization would like to be considered in the disbursement of funds, please complete the First
Interstate Custer Area Fund application form and return it to any board member or mail the form to:
First Interstate Custer Area Fund, 648 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer, SD 57730, Attention: Donna Cullum. Completed

applications can also be emailed to Donna.Cullum@fib.com.

Grant applications forms are available from any local board member, please call: Jenny Behlings 673- 5436, Don
Kraus 673-2072, Curtis Tyler 673-2215, Donna Cullum 673-2215,
Nathan Wiederholt 673- 2716, Bobbi Schmidt 605-450-9956, or Misty Fish 673-4848.

The deadline for completed applications for the annual disbursement of funds bill be September 12, 2023. The
funds will be disbursed during the month of October 2023.

Mount Rushmore National Memorial News Release 

For Immediate Release
Contact: Earl Perez-Foust, earl_perez-foust@nps.gov, 605-574-3115 

 
Public input sought on draft air tour management plan for Mount

Rushmore National Memorial 

 
KEYSTONE, SD — The National Park Service (NPS) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) are seeking public

feedback on a draft Air Tour Management Plan (ATMP) and associated environmental assessment that are being
proposed for Mount Rushmore National Memorial.  
 
The agencies encourage anyone with an interest in or concern about air tours over Mount Rushmore National Memorial
to review and comment on the draft ATMP and environmental assessment. The proposed plan would not authorize any
air tours above or within 0.5 mile of the boundary of Mount Rushmore National Memorial. There were on average 3,914
air tours per year over Mount Rushmore National Memorial reported from 2017 – 2019.  
 
Public feedback can be submitted through the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)

https://www.nps.gov/moru/
mailto:earl_perez-foust@nps.gov
https://www.nps.gov/moru/learn/news/air-tour-management-plan.htm


Public feedback can be submitted through the NPS Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
website starting May 16, 2023 through June 16, 2023. The NPS and FAA will consider comments to help inform the
final ATMP for Mount Rushmore National Memorial. The project website is available
at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/MountRushmoreATMP. 
 
“We encourage anyone who is interested in air tours over Mount Rushmore National Memorial to share their thoughts
on the proposed plan,” said Michelle Wheatley, the park’s Superintendent. “The draft plan is based on extensive
analysis and consultation with Tribes and other parties, as well as response to public comments from our September
2022 Scoping Newsletter. The purpose of the ATMP is to ensure that park resource values, including natural sounds,
visitor experiences, wildlife, and other natural and cultural resources, are protected.”   
 
The NPS is developing an air tour management plan for Mount Rushmore National Memorial in cooperation with the
FAA. The agencies are working towards completing the air tour management plan for Mount Rushmore National
Memorial by December 31, 2023. The schedule is part of a plan approved by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit for the agencies to comply with the National Parks Air Tour Management Act of 2000.     
 
An important part of the process is the inclusion of American Indian Tribes. The agencies are consulting with
Associated Tribal Nations that hold historic and cultural significance to land and resources within the park.  
 
Please visit this NPS site and this FAA site for more detailed information about air tour management plans. Links to
meeting notifications, recordings, and slide decks (where applicable) will be posted to the NPS site. 

www.nps.gov

 
About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 424 national

parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational
opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov, and on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube. 

 
 
Earl Perez-Foust, he/him
Program Manager
Interpretation & Education
Mount Rushmore National Memorial

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/MountRushmoreATMP
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/sound/airtours.htm
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https://twitter.com/natlparkservice
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Custer Senior Center
May Schedule

Read Newsletter

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events! 
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http://www.csd.k12.sd.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1
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Pacer Minerals has a job opening for Plant Operator. General



Pacer Minerals has a job opening for Plant Operator. General
manufacturing experience preferred. Training will be provided on all
equipment. 
Email resume to paula@pacerminerals.com or apply in person at 25429 US
Hwy 385, Custer, SD

mailto:paula@pacerminerals.com






Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Send Us An Email

Connect With Us

           

Visit our website

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:Info@CusterSD.com
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber
https://twitter.com/CusterAreaChamb
https://www.pinterest.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/custer-area-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdBURr1f5pzUGoA_ZszwZng
https://custersd.com/



